
 

Unit 5: Earth’s Place in the Universe and Earth’s Systems 

Grade Level: 1st 
Unit Name: Earth’s Place in the Universe and Earth’s Systems 
Pacing: 3 Weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 

1.ESS1.A.1: Describe the presence 

of the Sun, Moon, and stars in the sky over 
time. 
  

1.ESS1.A.2: Use observations of the 

Sun, Moon, and stars to describe the 
patterns that can be predicted. 
 

1.ESS2.D.1: Identify patterns 

indicating relationships between observed 
weather data and weather phenomena 
(e.g., temperature and types of 
precipitation, clouds, and amounts of 
precipitation). 

Learning Targets: 
 

● I can tell where to find the Sun in 
the sky over time. 

● I can tell where to find the Moon in 
the sky over time. 

● I can tell where to find the stars in 
the sky over time. 

● I can explain how and why the Sun 
moves in the same way every day. 

● I can explain how and why the 
Moon moves in the same way every 
day. 

● I can observe the weather patterns 
in Caruthersville, Missouri. 

● I can explain how and why the 
weather is a pattern. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supporting Standards:  
 

1.PS3.A.1: Identify the source of 

energy that causes an increase in the 
temperature of an object. 
 
 

 



Big Ideas: 
 

● The Earth moves in a never- 
changing pattern around the Sun to 
create seasons and weather. 

● Stars stay in the same place in the 
sky until they burn out. 

● Seasons and weather are patterns. 

 
 
 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

● Where can you find the Sun, Moon, 
and stars in the sky? 

● How do the Sun, Moon, and stars 
move in the sky over time? 

● How does the movement of Earth 
around the Sun create seasons and 
weather patterns? 

Vocabulary: 
 

● Observation 
● Sun 
● Moon 
● Stars 
● Outer Space 
● Over Time 
● Patterns 
● Explain 
● Seasons 
● Weather 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Textbook Topics For Units 
Unit 1- Sound Waves: Topic 1 
Unit 2- Plant Parts: Topic 5 
Unit 3- Animal Parts: Topic 5(Lessons 3&4) 
Unit 4- Weather: Topics 3&4 


